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charges may be modified by the Sec-
retary upon recommendation of the
committee.

§983.56 Accounting.

(a) If, at the end of a production year,
the assessments collected are in excess
of expenses incurred, such excess shall
be accounted for in accordance with
one of the following:

(1) If such excess is not retained in a
reserve, as provided in paragraph (a)(2)
of this section, it shall be refunded pro-
portionately to the persons from whom
it was collected in accordance with
§983.53: Provided, That any sum paid by
a person in excess of his/her pro rata
share of the expenses during any pro-
duction year may be applied by the
committee at the end of such produc-
tion year as credit for such person, to-
ward the committee’s fiscal operations
of the following production year;

(2) The committee, with the approval
of the Secretary, may carry over such
excess into subsequent production
years as a reserve: Provided, That funds
already in the reserve do not exceed ap-
proximately two production years’
budgeted expenses. In the event that
funds exceed two production years’
budgeted expenses, future assessments
will be reduced to bring the reserves to
an amount that is less than or equal to
two production years’ budgeted ex-
penses. Such reserve funds may be
used:

(i) To defray expenses, during any
production year, prior to the time as-
sessment income is sufficient to cover
such expenses;

(ii) To cover deficits incurred during
any production year when assessment
income is less than expenses;

(iii) To defray expenses incurred dur-
ing any period when any or all provi-
sions of this part are suspended; and

(iv) To cover necessary expenses of
liquidation in the event of termination
of this part. Upon such termination,
any funds not required to defray the
necessary expenses of liquidation shall
be disposed of in such manner as the
Secretary may determine to be appro-
priate: Provided, That to the extent
practical, such funds shall be returned
pro rata to the persons from whom such
funds were collected.

§983.59

(b) All funds received by the com-
mittee pursuant to the provisions of
this part shall be used solely for the
purpose specified in this part and shall
be accounted for in the manner pro-
vided in this part. The Secretary may
at any time require the committee and
its members to account for all receipts
and disbursements.

(c) Upon the removal or expiration of
the term of office of any member of the
committee, such member shall account
for all receipts and disbursements for
which that member was personally re-
sponsible, deliver all committee prop-
erty and funds in the possession of such
member to the committee, and execute
such assignments and other instru-
ments as may be necessary or appro-
priate to vest in the committee full
title to all of the committee property,
funds, and claims vested in such mem-
ber pursuant to this part.

§983.57 Implementation and amend-
ments.

The Secretary, upon the rec-
ommendation of a majority of the com-
mittee, may issue rules and regulations
implementing or modifying §§983.47
through 983.56, inclusive.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

§983.58 Compliance.

Except as provided in this part, no
handler shall handle pistachios, the
handling of which has been prohibited
or otherwise limited by the Secretary
in accordance with provisions of this
part; and no handler shall handle pis-
tachios except in conformity to the
provision of this part.

§983.59 Right of the Secretary.

The members of the committee (in-
cluding successors or alternates) and
any agent or employee appointed or
employed by the committee, shall be
subject to removal or suspension at the
discretion of the Secretary, at any
time. Each and every decision, deter-
mination, or other act of the com-
mittee shall be subject to the con-
tinuing right of the Secretary to dis-
approve of the same at any time, and
upon such disapproval, shall be deemed
null and void.
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